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Referring to an artic1e by the Editor On Page lo3 Of the 
MONTHLY WEATHER REVIEW for March, the reader will notice 
that we spoke only of the proposed system of daily forecasts 
that now from the central office of this l)ivision, at 
Victoria, B- c- But in addition the forecasts, we are 
interested in the general development of meteorological work 

Since July, 1890, Mr. Baynes Reed has been in charge of the Cans- 
dian meteorological chief station on the Pacific coast. Last year his 
station was moved from the suburb of Es uimalt to the City of Victo- 
ria and became the head office of the Pachc Division of the Canadian 
service with Mr. Baynes Reed still in charge. Mr. F. Napier Denison, 
late of the Toronto office, hae been assigned 88 his assistant. Mr. Reed 
has been indefatigable in his endeavors to secure volunteer observers 
in British Columbia, and to his labors, combined with the valued wop- 

i n d  in any given locality the annual fluctuation is sometimes 
still less. The relative humidity is high in all of the uni- 
formly high temperatures, excepting during the dry season 
on the west side of the isthmus. 

Observations of wet and dry bulb thermometers were car- 
ried on at  the station on the Rio Grande, a t  Las Lajas, Rio 
Viejo, Fort San Carlos, Sabalos, Rio San Carlos, Ochoa, 
Deseado, and a t  Greytown, and the results are giveu in the 
following tables. 
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eration of the Provincial Department of Agriculture, is due the fac 
that the Pacific province has now a very large number of meteor0 
logical stations. 

The immense territory covered by the Canadian Meteoro, 
logical Service demands a correspondingly large number 01 
voluntary and regular stations, in  order to properly presenl 
its climatology in relation to agriculture, forestry, hygiene 
and all human industries. A few such enterprising men at 
Mr. Baynes Reed, in charge of the respective divisions of tht 
Canadian Service, would accomplish all that i t  is possible tc 
do for the climatology and meteorology of the Dominion 
Observers, clerks, computers: and forecasters, all alike fee: 
the stimulating influence of an energetic chief. 

Our readers will be interested in the short description ol 
the general organization of the Canadian Service, published 
on a preceding page, from the pen of Prof. R. F. Stnpart 
who has been Director of the Canadian Service and Superin. 
tendeut of the Magnetic Observatory a t  Toronto, since Jann. 
ary, 1895, after a previous service of several years, first a( 
assistant and then as acting director during the illness oj 
his predecessor, Professor Carpmael, who died in October, 1894 

-0- 

“SCIENTIFIU AIDS’’ IN THE DEPARWENT OF AGRI- 
UULTURZl. 

Doubtless there are many observers in the Weather Bureaul 
both regular and voluntary, who have studied a t  agriciil tural 
colleges, experiment stations, or land grant colleges, and who 
will be interested in the following letter from the Honorable 
Secretary of Agriculture and the circular of the United Statee 
Civil Service Commiesion, which we publish in full. 

In this letter our readers now have a statement from the 
highest authority ae to the needs of the various bureaus of 
the Department of Agricnlture, and will perceive the im- 
portance of the step that has been taken to educate men 
competent to give satisfactory service. The Department in- 
cludes workers in every brauch of biology and physics. and 
even mathematics ; men who have to apply their knowledge 
to meteorology, the diseases of animals and plants, the culti- 
vation of the ground, the manufacture of the completed pro- 
duct from the crude material, the irrigation of dry land, the 
construction of roads, the proper handling of statistics, and 
many other practical matters. 

We can but believe that the Secretary has taken the very 
best poseible way to secureable men and educate them to the 
special work of his broad service. It is a long step toward 
realizing that ideal (‘ University of the United fitates,” and 
the educational system to which we alluded on pp. 63,64,648, 
and 564 in the MONTHLY WEATHER REVIEWS for February and 
December, 1898. 

(COPY p. 1 

UNITED sT.4TES DEI’ARTNENT OF AGRI(:ULTURP, 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY, 

Washington.. D. e., JILIIC 10, 1899. ’ 

Hon. JOHN R. PKoimH, 
Pre8idenl (’bit 8 c m ’ c ~  cmnmi8&iotr, 

1Vtcshitagtotr, D. C! 
DEAR SIR : 111 my report to the President of the work of this Deparb 

ment for the year ending June 30,1898, I p r o r d  that the Department 
should receive from time to time graduates o agricultural colleges, who 
should come to work in the scientific Divisions of the Department, and 
at the same time ursue osbgraduate studies, thus taking advantage of 
the facilities whict the Jepartment has for advanced study and fittin 
themselves for poste of usefulness in the Department, a ricultural cof 
leges, experiment stations, and other institutions througiout the coun- 
try requiring the services of persona able to make ori inn1 researches 
in lines related to agriculture. This plan met with muci approvrl from 
the officers of the agricultural colleges and experiment stations and 
others intereeted in the advancement of agricultural ecience and prac- 

tice in this country, and I therefore wish to put it into actual operation 
as far aa existing conditions in the Department will 

I n  order to have a ermanent arrangement for tf%?$istration of 
graduates of colle s Asiring to enter theserviceof the Department as 
scientific aids, an& furnish a proper basis for the selection of candi- 
dates best fitted to meet the needs of the De rtment for assistance in 
different lines of scientifiz work, I respectfulrrequest the Commission 
to establish a register of Scientific Aids ” for this Department on the 
following basis : 

1. That the candidates be limited to graduates of colleges receiving 
the benefits of granQ of land or money from the United States. 

2. That each candidate file with the Civil Service Commission a 
proper1 certified statement aa to the length of time spent in college, 
the stuKies pursued, the standing in these studies, the special work it 
is desired to take up, and the special qualifications for such work! and 
finally a thesis upon such special scientific subject as the candidate 
may select, or in lieu of this any literature on scientific subjects pub- 
lished over his own signature. 

3. That the weighte for the aforesaid evidences of ualifications be 
arranged on the following basis: College course, wit% Bachelor’s de- 
gree, 50; post-graduate course and special qualifications, 55; thesis or 
other literature, 25. 

4. That the length of time any “Scientific Aid” may serve in the 
De artment be limited to two years. 8 That the salar shall not exyed  $40 er month. 

6. That an eligibre register of Scient& Aids, Department of Agri- 
culture,” be kept by the Commission and be open“to inspection of the 
Department officers, as in the case of the list of Assistante, Depart- 
ment of Agriculture.” 

I desire that this Ian, when ap roved by the Commission, shall be 
put in o eration witgout dela an8  for this purpose request that ou 
will sen$ me 100 copies of suc t  public notice as you send out regarc6ng 
the establishment of this register, in order that I may transmit it to 
the residents of the colleges concerned, with a statement of the needs 
and yimita of the Department in the employment of their graduates in 
this way. 

Very respectfully, 
(Signed) J A M E l  \VI LSON. 

19ecretmy. 
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